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About the Project

Whether residents choose to cycle, walk, or use e-scooters for their daily commutes or short journeys,
the introduction of e-bikes, in addition to the ongoing e-scooter trial, aims to enhance mobility and
accessibility within Nottingham. Nottingham is one of the most popular e-bike and e-scooter trial
locations, particularly among young people, and Nottingham City Council are committed to supporting
diverse forms of what is known as “micromobility” throughout the city to reduce traffic congestion and

reliance on car travel.

However, a significant issue is that a considerable number of these modes of transport are not being
ridden in accordance with existing legislation, leading to negative attitudes and reluctance among
residents to embrace micromobility options. While safety measures exist for both bicycles and e-
scooters, there is a notable absence of formal training programs to educate users on safe riding
practices. Despite the rising popularity of these modes of transportation, research concerning the
causes of collisions and strategies to minimise these is limited.

To address these challenges, this project will identify the barriers individuals face when considering
micromobility and explore motivations for using e-bikes and e-scooters, and factors which deter them
from doing so. This research project will assess and compare the attitudes, skills, and transportation
habits of diverse demographic groups within the community. Subsequently, the project, which is
supported by a partnership with Nottingham City Council, looks to develop an evidence-based approach

to educate both current users and non-users on the safe and effective use of micromobility.

This research will engage with local e-bike and e-scooter users and non-users, with a particular focus on
three target groups: university students, local secondary school students, and residents. The project
hopes to raise awareness about micromobility, enhance its appeal and practicality for users, and
strengthen safety measures to promote its adoption as a sustainable and safe mode of transportation

within Nottingham.

This project has been co-created and is supported by researchers from Nottingham Trent University,
the University of Nottingham, and partners at Nottingham City Council. The successful candidate will be

enrolled at Nottingham Trent University.

Twitter: @UfNCollab | Linkedln: UfN Cof(l)laboratory | collaboratory@universitiesfornottingham.ac.uk



2024 PHD STUDENTSHIPS

Project Aims
|
1.ldentify the obstacles that local residents face when considering micromobility, exploring barriers to and
motivations for using e-bikes and e-scooters.
2.Evaluate whether initiatives aimed at raising awareness and providing training on the safe usage of e-
scooters and e-bikes can make micromobility more appealing to local residents.
3.Develop an evidence-based approach aimed at educating both current users and non-users on the safe

and effective use of micromobility, raising awareness about micromobility, and bolster safety measures.

Supervisory Team
E—

1.Lead Academic Supervisor: Dr Petya Ventsislavova Petrova, NTU

2.Academic Co-Supervisor: Dr Elizabeth Sheppard, UoN

3.Community Supervisor: lain Turner, Nottingham City Council

Key Details
E—

Host University: Nottingham Trent University

School /

School of Social Sciences
department:

Start date: 03 April 2024

. Tuition fees covered in full (worth approx. £15k across full PhD programme).
Funding offer: .
Monthly stipend based on £18,622 per annum, pro rata, tax free.

Working hours Full-time (minimum 37.5 hrs per week), or part-time (minimum 20hrs per week).

Primarily in-person at host university. Flexible working supported. Working pattern
to be agreed between successful candidate and lead supervisor.

Working Style:
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Competencies
——

Category

Col(l)laboratory Core Competencies

Competency

Assessed:
Application (A),
Interview (I)

project.

Strong understanding of the project and its subject matter. A/l
Analytical, researcher mindset with keen attention to detail. A/l
Comprehension
P i Communicate complex concepts with clarity and precision. A/l
and evaluation
Able to identify connections, patterns, gaps, and irregularities in information/data. |
Able to interpret data/information confidently with logic and empathy to derive meaning. |
Demonstrable experience of responding effectively changing contexts, information and A
demands.
Ability to persevere in the face of challenges/failures and to remain constructive in developing A
solutions.
Social and Demonstrab!e passion for learning with clear drive and curiosity to undertake this specific NT
. research project.

emotional
Willingness to immerse oneself in the research subject matter and make a contribute to new A/l
knowledge through a PhD.

Strong desire to make a positive community impact through the research. A/l
Willingness to think deeply about complex concepts and engage with academic ideas and theory. A/l
Experience of working, collaborating and communicating effectively with different stakeholders. A
High level of self-motivation and ability to work with minimal guidance. A/l
Strong organisational and time-management skills with the ability to balance and prioritise
Preparedness and . gorg 9 y P A/l
i multiple tasks.

potential for

success . . . . . . .

Ability to identify potential challenges and complexities and thoughtfully consider possible A/l
solutions.

Able to identify the technical, personal, or professional skills required for a task and take action to A/l
develop these.

Genuine desire to undertake community-engaged research over more traditional approaches to A
research.

Understand the impact of and need for the inclusion of diverse experiences and points of view in A/l

Community research.

Context - . . Lo . .
Appreciation/understanding of the importance of community insight and experience in the A/l
generation of new knowledge.

Awareness/understanding of the broader societal context related to the subject matter of the A/l
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Project Specific Competencies

Assessed: Assessed:
Essential Application (A), Desirable Application (A),
Interview (I) Interview (I)

Experience or backgroundin arelevant

area (e.g., traffic and transport, Professional experience working in the

. . . A/l A/l
psychology, engineering, law, social work, transport field.
etc.)
Strong IT proficiency with the ability to
9''p y . y Experience of behavioural research or
learn and use new software and digital A/l . . . A/l
similar social science research methods.
tools.
Appreciation for key concepts relevant to . N -
the research proiect such as social Experience communicating specialist
prol A/l information to different professional A/l

behaviour, behavioural research,
transport and the built environment, etc.

audiences.

Appreciation/understanding of the ethics
of working with or carrying out research A/l
with people and communities
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